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The History of the Ainu Language:

Like many other languages of the Far East region, such as Japanese, Korean and Nivkh of Sakhalin,
the origin of the Ainu language is unknown.

Since the Meiji era, due to the Japanese assimilation policy toward the Ainu, the Ainu language had
been used less and less for everyday communication. However, during this period, some Ainu people
have made an effort to record both what they have heard from others and their own knowledge of the
Ainu language and oral tradition.

Since 1970', Ainu language classes have taken place in the form of small study groups. At present,
Ainu language lessons are held at 12 sites in Hokkaido, and they are operated by the Ainu Association
of Hokkaido. A text book, Akor itak, was published in 1994 and is being used at these lessons.
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Language Characteristics:

Today, Japanese Katakana and Roman letters have been adapted for writing the Ainu language. The
tradition of putting the Ainu language written form started recently.

It is said the Ainu language was spoken as an everyday language in Hokkaido, Sakhalin, the Kuril
Islands and the northern part of the Tohoku district (northeast Japan).

There is little information concerning the dialect which was spoken in the northern part of Tohoku and
its words and grammar are unknown. Only about 1000 words of northern Kuril Islands have been
recorded.

The dialects of Hokkaido and the Sakhalin are quite different in terms of pronunciation and words.
There are also differences between the grammar and words in each region in Hokkaido.
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Oral Tradition:

The Ainu culture has many kinds of oral tradition. Amongst them, oral epics are roughly classified into
three categories. Each epic has its own name in some region. 1) The "heroic epic" is called yukar or
sakorpe or hawki. They are performed with repeating melodies. They are mainly told in the voices of
superhuman heroes. 2) The "story of Gods" is called kamuyyukar or oyna. Each story has its own short
refrain. They are mainly told by the spirit-Gods of animals or natural phenomenon. 3) Finally, the
"narrative" is called uepeker or tuytak. They are performed without melodies and the stories are full of
varieties.
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SR BN ZFRWIRAS OT HHIZ KB EW 255,

¥ /FY OvF L EyHOFKIERIZ, [H - v BT BL s,
* ZOREBNE, RBINERITE b 4 ) AP LB E LD T,
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TAXDANBEDL L WIIFHZHEA T, AHICHELEMERD TE L, 72,
FIRR G D 20 D7k LT o, JNEEBEAGLETLZ, TTH 5, )I(Xy pet)
R (F A4 nay) 2REAKTHHHHETEZL DD ET, 74 XA, ZOHFO
B LHOPEY, ZZ TE<frbhB 2 AL EERHELTOHE Y, 2213, F
FF v - ¥ kinacausi & A OFERIE [3H - 2U0DES - 5] TI26. %
ZF I EROMBNEE TH 722 b2 EDITTT,

D&, 7A XFEHMAZIIMBEIZIBCTAIT 6N DTH D, KK EDT
WIED N7 B DEFE BRI ENTNB EDTY, ZOHEKT, 74 X4 3L
SR EEL AL E WS TN TEET,

*[FF | BEFICROEEOE S, Wl [ (7<) ] 13¥ F 7 sikina LWV E T,

#2007 (CFE194) 3ABIEDOENO TR BUX180T Y. AXDiCibid, “FRISFERFEOTIAT #1255 < &
DTY,

Place Names Derived from the Ainu Language:

Approximately 80 percent of the place names of Hokkaido's 212 municipalities originate from the
Ainu language. Because Ainu people named them for the conveniences of their life, these place names
describe the geographical features and specialties of the land.

Kanji characters are used to express most of these Ainu place names in written form. Kanjis with
similar sounds were combined to reproduce Ainu pronunciations, but in many cases the sound did not
match the original because of the unavoidable differences in sound between Kanji readings and Ainu
pronunciations.
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o 7 A X RIRMEWEEEE [ 7 4 X ULOKERERGER] SREE (1993)

HHOEBD, 74 XXLOALLEBIZOWTHOLrDRTLFH L2 DTT,
o FLSEFRe R NSO [ 7 4 X U2 2E 8] fUerbe KA RS (1990)
KFDAFGEDLERTT, 74 REORERRLZDIEL, T4 X - K - X
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