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A variety of handicrafts that have been used in the activities of daily living and in subsistence-

= ng!'aed d:tI]VItles and rituals are found in al of the ethnic groups. Handicrafts of various kinds which

~ werein use are depicted in records found in archives dealing with the early lifestyles of the Ainu. A
ra19e of handcrafted matenalsoften appears in the orally transmitted folktales of Ainu people.
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Ainu Folk Art: Overview of Ainu Handicrafts
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The most accessible materials are those displayed at the museums and the origin of some of the
oldest ones can go back to 100 to 200 years or more. e
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Ainu people have undergone a series of drastic changes in lifestyles after the Meiji eraas seenin the
introduction of new tools and equipment and the gradual disappearance of the handicrafts which were
traditionally in use in their daily lives. These sorts of changes have been seen in many cases with other
ethnic groups. However, there are other contributing factors to the changes in the case of Ainu people.
These include the difficulty of obtaining materials to make traditional handicrafts and much less
opportunity under the pressure of assimilation both to use those handicrafts and to transmit their
traditional techniques to the younger generation. Remaining handicrafts often have been traded as
antique objects.

However, some old items of handcraft were well preserved and the skills to make them were taught
by the Ainu in spite of these changes in lifestyle. Today new styles of woodcarving and dressmaking
based on their traditional techniques have been developed producing souvenir handicrafts as well as
those with high artistic value.

Ainu people today are leading their lives in the same manner as other people. The handicrafts
described in this handbook are usually not in use in their daily lives. The momentum created in recent
years for the restoration and transmission of traditional cultures has led to more opportunities for
exhibitions and workshops to |earn techniques and skills.

This handbook intends to shed light mostly on those handicrafts that were used from the end of the
Edo erato the beginning of the Meiji era.
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Ainu's handicrafts were made not by the professional craftsman or at a workshop but basicaly by
those who intended them for persona use or they were acquired through trade. People who were
allowed to make handicrafts were determined to some extent by the type of craft and by their age and
sex. They were aso determined by the position within their own community, socia status or their
designated functionsin ceremonial matters.

It was deemed indispensable for Ainu men and women to acquire the skills for carving and sewing
in order to be treated as adults and those who could make handicrafts skillfully commanded respects.
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A variety of Handicrafts
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Ainu cultural patterns differ among Hokkaido, Sakhalin and the Kuriles, and for that matter even
among the regions in Hokkaido. There is a difference in the types of crafts used among the areas in
Hokkaido and even the same handicrafts are often called in a different way depending upon the
regions. Due attention therefore, should be given to the origins of the handicrafts when they are

introduced at the exhibition or in writing.

photo 5 : A basket often seen in the Kuriles
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A variety of Ainu handicrafts are shown in this handbook according to the places and occasions they
were used.

1 Items to Wear

Clothing
photo 6 : Cotton clothing collected in the Kuriles
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Clothing and Items to Wear at a Ritual or Ceremonial Occasion
photo 7 : The reenactment of offering prayers at the alter

photo 8 : A headdress for men to wear during aritual

photo 9 : A sword and sword strap that the standing man in photo 7 is wearing
photo 10: Necklace

photo 11: Women's skin belt with metal from Sakhalin
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Items Used for Sewing
photo 13: Needle case
photo 14: Spool

Other

photo 15: Knife
photo 16: A tobacco container and a pipe for smoking
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2 Housing and Items Used Inside the Dwelling Place

photo 17: Reconstruction of a dwelling with a thatched roof

photo 18: Precious items placed in the sacred space

photo 19: A lacquered container in which grain was fermented in making sake for ceremonies.
It contained sake or precious items.

photo 21: A libation stick used when offering sake at aritual

17



[u)
ooooooooboooboooobooooooooobooooooooon

=t —

0022 00000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000
000oodoooooooooooooooooooo
0o0o0o0oo0ooooooooooooooooogon

gbobooboooobooboooobooboboboboboouoboobo3gbooo
goboooobgd

0023 00o00ooooooOooooooooboooo

0024 OO0

18



s JOOO0O0ODO

ooo oo

OOO0OO0OO0O0O0O0OOo 20000 o00ooooooooooo

-

N

% sl
oad
00d25 0oooooooo

photo 24 : A loom for ornamental mat
photo 25 : Table Utensils
Utensils such as these shown in the photo 25 were used when meals were served.
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photo 26 : Household scene at the end of the Taisho era.

photo 27 : Pounding grains in awooden mortar.
This photo shows the reenactment of the pounding of grain according to the tradition of Ainu
people. The woman seated is separating grain by the use of awinnower, while others are engaged
inpounding the grain with apestle. The clothes all women are wearing are not working clothes for
everyday use, but are designed for ritual, celebratory occasions. An ornamental mat seen in the
photo is not normally used during work time.
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3 Items Used for Activities in the Field and Mountains and in the Sea and Rivers

Utensils for Hunting

photo 30 : A bow and arrows
photo 31 : A set-bow
figure4 : A typeof atrap to catch small game
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Boat and Fishing Utensils

photo 33 : A dugout canoe

figure 5 : A large boat for navigating far from the coast. Planks are horizontally tied together with arope
to the dugout canoe. This made alayer of planks to increase the height so that a vessel could
voyage to areas further offshore.

photo 34 : Thetop of aharpoon
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Iltems Used for Carrying and Foot Ware

photo 35 : A woven bag

photo 36 : A carrying strap (A load istied with both ends of a strap and the wider part in the center of the
strap is placed on the forehead of the person who carries the load.)

photo 37 : A deigh
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Shoes and Boots
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