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Harigiri Dugouts:; An Examination from Ainu Ethnological/Archaeoclogical/oral literature
material

HONDA Yuko

With one exception, there is, so far as the auther knows, no mention in Ainu oral
literature of taboos about using specific plants as materials for implements. The sole exception,
related in prose tales, is the strong taboo found in the Saru River region which prohibits the
use of the Harigiri tree {Kalopanax pictus Nakai) for making dugouts. To determine the reason
for this taboo, the auther has in this paper reviewed all the available documentation about
harigiri dugouts as weli examined what materials were generally used to make dugouts,

The results are as follow,

1. From an ethnological perspective: Harigiri dugouts were in general use throughout
Hokkaido. Moreover, an even wider variety of trees than the auther had realized were used as
material for making dugouts.

2. From an archaeological perspective: Among the dugouts which have been excavated,
harigiri is the predominate material, which indicates that its use goes back to antiquity.

3. From an cral literature perspective: A comparison of prose tales featureing harigiri
dugouts in the Saru River region, as recorded in the three different Ainu texts, yielded the
following hypotheses. First, the main theme of prose tales about harigii dugouts was, early
on, about putting things to the practical use for which they were made; there were no tales
about the strong taboo which now exists. As the tales were handed down, however, the
emphasis on practical use was was transformed into a taboo about making harigirt dugouts
themselves. Second, because of the historical elements contained in the prose tales, the taboo
became even more ingrained in everyday life, and as a result harigiri were no longer made in

the Saru River region.

Key words
: Ainu dugouts, material for making dugouts, Ainu ethnological studies, Ainu archaeological

studies, Ainu oral literature
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