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On the Hokkaido Kyudojin Shogaku—sikin Kyuuyo Kitei(Regulations for Scholarships
for Hokkaido Natives) enacted in 1931

OGAWA Masahito

Summary .

This paper investigates the outline and implementation of the system of scholarships for
Ainu students to go to secondary and further education established by the Hokkaide Government
in 1931.

It is difficult to determine exactly why scholarships were established at that time. Possible
reasons include the rising rates of school attendance among Ainu children and an increasing en-
thusiasm for secondary and further education.

Information and connections with Government offices influenced applications for this scholar-
ship. Early recipients generally came from the same areas as the leaders of Ainu movements in
1920’ s~1930' s. This is perhaps because these leaders were enthusiastic about further education
and because Ainu activities in those days were characterized by the participation of Government
agencies.

The origin of this scholarship was a grant by the Imperial Household Agency and the Min-
istry of Education in 1883. The Governments portrayed this scholarship as a blessing from the
Imperial Househeold, Such statements, however, were far from the recipient Ainu youth's con-
sciousness.

However, there are no official reports about how the recipients fared later except for CHIRI
Mashiho who went on to Tokyo Imperial University. This is because discrimination against
Ainu people was deep-rooted, and the government themselves were part of this. The advance-
ment in the position of the Ainu people was not due to charitable policies but was the fruit of

the struggle of Ainu people themselves.

Key Words : Ainu Modern History, History of Ainu Education, Regulation for the Scholarship
for Hokkaido Natives, Scholarship, The Emperor (Ten-no) System in the Modern
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