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Consideration of the singing style of a Kamuyyukar: the inter-relationship of sylla-
ble numbers, accent of words, melodic figures, and rhythmic distribution of words

KOCHI, Rie

Summary

This is a sequel to the author’ s former paper®.

Taking “A spider-deity’ s Kamuyyukar™* " as an example, the author tries to analyze the
melodic structure of and the way of chanting a Kamuyyukar and submits the viewpoints to be
examined for musicological studies of Kamuyyukar in future.

The following can be pointed out as the musical features of this example;

» The whole melody is based on various combinations of several basic melodic figures.

» Each melodic figure is distributed over a fixed length of time and does not extend
beyond that frame of time.

* The rhythmic pattern of the last two syllables of a line is almost always the same,
regardless of how many syllables the line has.

« Among the first two syllables of the 4~5 syllable non-Sakehe words***, the one
with accent usually falls on a note higher than its predecessor.

+ Lines 6 syllable and over tend to be sung at the same pitch and with shortly divided
rhythm.

It can be concluded that the above factors inter-relate with each other to form the whole

melody of a Kamuyyukar.

Key Words : Ainu music, Ainu oral literature, Kamuyyukar, Saru dialect of Ainu language,
chanting, ballads, melodic structure, melodic figures, rhythmic distribution of words, syllables,

accent of words

KOCHI, Rie 2000 : An analysis of the musical structure of “A spider-deity’ s Kamuyyukar” performed by
Ms. KAIZAWA Koyuki, The bulletin of Hokkaido Ainu Culture Research Center No.6 ppl51-186, Sap-
poro, Japan

Kamuyyukar is a kind of sung tale of deities from the Saru dialect of the Ainu language, in which the
deities themselves narrate their experiences.

Sakehe is a kind of characteristic refrain for each Kamuyyukar, which indicates which deity narrates. In
this example, each line is made up of two parts: the first part is the Sakehe (“no o no o0”), and the lat-
ter part consists of the non-Sakehe words in which the story is actually told.

* %
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