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Aspect in Ainu Re-examined

Tomomi SATO

Summary :

In my previous paper | noted that the Ainu perfect fomma an indicates “stative perfect” but
not “actional perfect’ unlike the corresponding Japanese perfect faemiru. | also noted that the
meaning of actional perfect is in fact indicated by a different meahe auxiliary verba. In this
paper | further suggest that there is still som@m for improving the karacterization ofa: the
notion of actional perfect can be further divided into ‘process’ and ‘indirect effdatit the auxiliary
a is mainly used for expressing process but not indirect effedturthermore although the func-
tion of the auxiliary a has been in question for longl claim that the feature of perfect of this
form is clearly found in the fact that negative forms of verbs usually do not appear witsirice
perfect usually presupposes the realization of a past evdm use of the negative form of a verb
involving the non-occurrence ofagt event would be immsistent with the perfect auxiliary, awhich

assumes the occurrence of a past event and its relevance to the present situation
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