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A Semantic Analysis of a Modal Auxiliary Verb nankor in the Chitose
Dialect of Ainu

Tomomi SATO

Summary :

The Ainu modality system still contains many problems to be solved. The meaning of
a modal auxiliary verb nankor is one such problem. This form exhibits strong similarities
to a Japanese modal auxiliary verb daroo: 1) they are both presumptive; 2) they are both
subjective (i.e., hard to be nominalized); 3) they are both different from evidential
expressions or possibility expressions; 4) they are both hard to use with a verb expressing
a past event. This comparison of nankor with daroo shows that the claim about nankor by
previous studies proves to be doubtful that it can be freely used with a past expression.
However, nankor and daroo do not entirely agree: Nankor can indicate a modal meaning
closer to "belief" rather than mere presupposition, since it can be used after an expression
for a speaker's direct feelings in much the same way as other belief expressions like kuni
ramu ‘to think so, to believe so’ or pekor ramu ‘id.”. This semantic feature is sharply
differnt from that of the Japanese daroo.



