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The History of the Ainu Language:

Like many other languages of the Far East region, such as Japanese, Korean and Nivkh of Sakhalin,
the origin of the Ainu language is unknown.

Since the Meiji era, due to the Japanese assimilation policy toward the Ainu, the Ainu language had
been used less and less for everyday communication. However, during this period, some Ainu people
have made an effort to record both what they have heard from others and their own knowledge of the
Ainu language and oral tradition.

Since 1970', Ainu language classes have taken place in the form of small study groups. At present,
Ainu language lessons are held at 12 sites in Hokkaido, and they are operated by the Ainu Association
of Hokkaido. A text book, Akor itak, was published in 1994 and is being used at these lessons.
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Language Characteristics:

Today, Japanese Katakana and Roman letters have been adapted for writing the Ainu language. The
tradition of putting the Ainu language written form started recently.

It is said the Ainu language was spoken as an everyday language in Hokkaido, Sakhalin, the Kuril
Islands and the northern part of the Tohoku district (northeast Japan).

There is little information concerning the dialect which was spoken in the northern part of Tohoku and
its words and grammar are unknown. Only about 1000 words of northern Kuril Islands have been
recorded.

The dialects of Hokkaido and the Sakhalin are quite different in terms of pronunciation and words.
There are also differences between the grammar and words in each region in Hokkaido.
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I pake [ 5 ] EaN otop [52DE]
head hair
F v nan [ 4 rannuma | JHE]
face eyebrow
>y sik [H] Iy etu [ 5]
eye nose
Fys car =1 VAV parunpe [ %]
mouth tongue
tvr mk TH $95 ks [H
tooth ear
oy kukew  [JH] vy by sittokkew [OU ]
shoulder elbow
Ty tek [F] 7o~y  askepet [
hand finger
AT . netopake [ Il NV T penram | g
trunk breast
RV hon [ *Vu osor [Fi)
abdomen buttocks
NV 774 hankapuy [N% ] by setur [
navel back
4oy ikkew [ %] F cikir [JE ]
waist leg
Iy %737 kokkapake [ & A kesup [k ]
knee heel
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ku=honi arka hum an.

(1) Barh ok,

F VIR = TRyT I U Fuy KV A F9F  FUdw
cik sikerpe ni a=popte wa ku cik ponno Kkay ratci nankor.
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kiki wa en=Kore.
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huci
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[BiIXd XA
grandmother

[BLWXA]
grandfather
[ R
mother
(5]
father
[BiXE A
aunt
[BL XA
uncle

[ J

elder sister

(L]

elder brother

[l & W 720k |

younger sister

[GL2s & M7= 0k

younger sister

E:

younger brother

[F&¢]
child

< v 77 5 2 matkarku[ 4% |
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karku

niece

[#5]

nephew

@ [HD~] EVWIEVA
2 3u 7 F ku=Kor huci [FADBIXH XA ]
my grandmother

2 3w T 7 ku=kor ekasi [FAD B L& A ]
my grandfather

277K ku=hapo [FAD B2 H X A

my mother

2 IF ku=mici [FADBE S EA]
my father

22 F 5~ ku=kor unarpe [FADBITX A ]
my aunt

2315 F ¥ ku=koraca [FAD I U X A |
my uncle

2 %K ku=sapo [FADBRAL S A]

my elder sister
72 ¥ ku=yupi [FADIBIZWHE A

my elder brother

27w 4 % ku=mataki [FADHE ]
my younger sister

2 by LY ku=turesi [FADH]
my younger sister

277 % ku=aki [FAD ]
my younger brother

2 2u I F ku=korekaci [FADTE & ]
my child

2% v #1572 ku=matkarku [FADE ]
my niece

2 9152 ku=karku [FAODH |
my nephew
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tookay utar nen tap okay ya?
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* v TsxTV L ZIS8F?
onon arki=an ru tapana?
EB606 (bh (725)1F) WH-sleny FLAA? (THRVBAF W)

*T v Ixr, L ZINF?
onon e=ek ru tapana?

EZhe kK O (B SVH)

)Y XXV Tu Tx, JL XINF?
enon  e=oman tek e=ek rutapana?
EIN (BK7213)f7-oT Kz D2

IIFLbk /)y *vr?
e=micihi enon omana?
(BE7-D) BLEAEF EZN 757207

VAV 427
e=hapoho ine ?
(B7=0) BREEAIZ E27

2y b 7Fy FE AT HY dT WA L N2
tanto anak cise kor ekasi oassam ru he?
SH & EDBELWX AR Wiy DHN?

ANHA TV HhA4 AvF b T 47TV X

irukay enon kay omana ru estap an ne.
brok EIhAN 15T WEd,

17



OENYICRIY B HiEE

Ty

ALY

F s

Ty 7
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=aafl

aep [~ A7
food

ohaw [t ] A
soup

cep [ ] FKn
fish

wakka [7K] I
water

pukusakina [ =) 'V 7 | ~#H3
a kind of anemone

hat [Y~T K 7 F
wild grapevine

noya IEEE
mugwort

925 Ry ) AR
ukuran ponno ku=ipe

AR HL

4~ RV /) X AH.
ipe ponno ene isam
BRZM AHL  TE KV
A=y, R/ 4R Ay~
is, ponno ipe ikasma
bh—. AL B bFEo
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suke
kam
cipor
eha
makayo

kutci

[R5
cook

[P
meat

[y
roe

[Y T~ 4]
hog-peanut

(7% b
butterbur sprout
[+ ]

tore vine

T IOz TV T2 ARV ZA,
a kus ankes anakus ku=iperesuy.

JL N 7?
ru he?
D7

T Uz
a kus toonta

DT HZIIT BWTHD K,

(FaiX) ZRAZ RN FE, /I BT BEATVTLE S,

NAva Ty Frvav i, I,
an nankor na. e.

BN X0,



) v 2T L2A4 2 Yy YouAhA Eydh Y2

RINGO ku=e rusuy kus ku=uk yakkay pirka ya?
FZ) Vv BEN v 5, EoT B LY ?

) = T ILZA N2

RINGO e=e rusuy ru he?

(Bx7213) VT »HREX 20 D2

Jvyad T AL Fu T, Fo 3 ITIT JLZAA?
RINGO e=e rusuy cik uk 0s nep e=e rusuy?

Vya AN 20 kL5 HDZZXW, XRIZ(BE-Z) [ B 200 ?

IAfIsT745 AN rorY 9 X Hh) T K= Y,
eikostek ipe keraan wa ku=e Kkaspa tek  ku=honi sik.

HEDIZE BN BLLL T BN §TF20T (R BER v,

2= Wy Zhane i
kuani usa ku=honi sik.

FA E  BESA Vi,

I T A AN L N\ ?

e=esuypa ru he?
(& 72 7213) IRV D22 2

DIXZAIN Tu TV,
ku=esuypa hum an.

(FAI) IRV A 7=
F 4 IXy Ky T,

cik etak  hotke.
Zhnab B BEhun,

19



OHERHTHEE

1 sinep VA 1A
2 tup N 2N
3 rep L 3A
4 inep = 4 N
5 asiknep TV st 5A
6 iwanpe ERVAZ0 6 A
7 arwanpe 757N N
8 tupesanpe b NXH X 8 A
9 sinepesanpe ¥ XA VX 9 A
10 wanpe WAVERN 10A
O tDME{FEHN B BEE L &M

&b tanto [4H]

today
EE Y numan LN

yesterday
Fy A X< hoskanuman [F & &1 ]

the day before yesterday

N to EN

day
F a7 cup [H]

month
Ny tokes [ ]

noon
INA T3 paykar [

spring
F a1y cuk [Fk]

autumn

20

sinen

tun

ren

inen
asiknen
iwaniw
arwaniw
tupesaniw
sinepesaniw

waniw

A
by

v

43V

TV oAV
19=9
75T
by XY=
AR =
J=v

& R 5 tanukuran [ 51% |

907V

=Yy

VA

g vF )

* X<

<A

tonight
ukuran [4X]
evening
nisatta  [FHH ]
tomorrow
pa [
year
kunnano [%H]
morning
onuman | ]
night
sak [ ]
summer
mata [4]
winter



RS20

ALY

v

Yy
Yy x Y

A

Ay g

A5y JF7 asFIL Eyh 7z
tanukuran nociw roski ru pirka kus

ENWIZRAS OT

G

28

ruyanpe

upas

rera

sirpirka
sirwen

urar

taskor

[FY] LYy~ LA
rain

= PZA I %
snow

[a [ 2
wind v axrr

[ K& RN

[R5 AHEN

[
fog

[
frost

nisatta

W&

ruyanpe ruy [R5 5 ]
upas ruy [HE»E 3 |

reraruy [JEAWK< |
rera yupke [JEAVEW ]

=%y & TvybEyHh Fran,
sirpirka
RENEWN 7255,

nankor.

¥/ FU avF

L Y AOBGERIE. TR - D - M- R 2 &9,
* ZOZEEGNE. RPINTISHEDIIE L 2 EA»LBEELZEDTT,

21



>TAXOOTENE

[7 4 XZALBA/IMEF 6 OBEXE] OR—JESRLTLZE0

>TAXFEBEDHH

[74 XALBA/NRF 9 #HB] Ox—TJFSRBLTLLEIW

74 XEBHE

o EEH] RS T A X FEEE
I 7 4 X FEHE
o§llik 7 1 X EEHE
oI 7 4 R EEHE
o kLIt 7 1 X FEHE
CHET 4 XEHE
o T T A XEBHE
oiHNT A XEBHE
R 7 A XEEHE
CHIAT A XEBHE
oY 4 XEEHE
o EINT A R FEBR
BT A XFEHE
Rkl 7 4 XFEHE

22



o B kg
CEIRKES YUF b X Ukt 7 A4 XEEEE AN 7 A X RIGERHE



"/
ZO/MiFI, BREEICHIE L 22 A B L T E 9,
HHEEAE100% - BEE70%




oxT—FK 83 H (B 1543 H)
omE— LU . T A RIS LR 2 —
HOKKAIDO AINU CULTURE RESEARCH CENTER

T060 FLIRMPRXIL1EE7TE FLRM-7 5/
TEL.011-272-8801 FAX.011-272-8850

http://www.pref.hokkaido.jp/kseikatu/ks-ambkc/hacrc/hp/index.htm




kanpi-sos

S TAIALBANBF @ =3

.‘.-\_ Cad . \ ." r: ) 4
By 5 -
e Al 2 .-‘ [ 4 '
} ’ . ' ‘o‘l,‘;o‘_ﬂp .
:“ A ' " n e
I AR
B 4(,”

) b1 2



AENDHLLL

Ay 7 4 X RESUbifge v 4 — ik, FEEO
E 7z [MAROEAERDEFEE0F] ~NOHY flAD—
BRE LT, 74 2ULEEIT /M7 % 34 1 i
DHATLCH D 9, FEFEEDO TME T [4 42 &
T LEELTT A XEIZOVWTHEALE L,

ZO2METIE, KBAEEDHFE Lz, BHALE
KIRD B 5 F LRKIROFEM, #ELEEEHERL A
THT % & &I, i PR O Tk, Kk % 8
B L2 KARIZOWTEAZD TE Bk a EIZO0
TR LT ET,

ZO/MiFA . 74 XALIZ DT ORER % Y 5
E o IZEhEEN T,

R HYE Vs
pon kanpi-sos — /JMiF
P& T ®

TS L smess

imi




B&R

(1] 74 XOKRBDHS5FL

1 74 XOKRROEESR
2 TAXOKROHE FL

[2] KIRDHAIALTHELEHR

1 KHROHAN.TH E 7272 AT
2 hkENEY

3 BHHLKE

22
22
25
26



(1] PA1XDEXRNDHS5EL

1 71 XOKROFER

TAXRBEB PO TE TR ONT, EASSNWEETIHhDIES>THNS
ZEMNTEBLTL &M

LSDEZ A>T BDIE, 4004 6 WEDOSTOLER T, ZTh &k 0t
12OV, SHROEPEZ EISBL TR VWA RERPIEZ SN THE T2, EBRIT
WEBEDZ LD EIZH Bz RL T2 3D EERohERA, FEITHE S
T3 KMRE, 1FIF9HRED %O EDIZED 7,

JA DD BRI & [RAIRRIZ . 7 4 X ORARG & 1942 5 20 S22 ThAE <
ZA L. UZEWICHIAR, PEIREE S Z e A £ Lz, MA RIZmM Ao L &k
EIIMRR OIS TIERL E L2, Zhd, ALFEROE & TT 4 X DR
DEESNZ P HEE D, HEEIALEIHZLLZVICHILF L7,

FOLEHTE, HLOWAZTOEFZ D TEHIFhEEE/D, T ¥V M RB1E
ELTEUEL 20, Bz b2 6(m i 6N zgdWa KUICRIEKRL T, tun
5722 kiEHBEIHETiIrbh TEE L,

General Introduction to Ainu's Clothing

How far back can we trace the study of clothing which the Ainu peoples used to wear? The extent of
reliable records found in the literature is limited to the documents written some 400 years ago. As for
the styles of clothing earlier than this period, many assumptions have been raised in regards to the ori-
gin of the design patterns which are yet to be fully proven except for the similarities of the design.
Clothes which remain today were made only after the 19 century.

As is the case in other ethnic groups in surrounding areas, drastic changes were introduced to their
clothing styles from the late 19th to the 20th centuries and consequently Japanese and western clothing
have gradually become a major part of their daily wear. Although their unique ceremonial clothes were
worn at traditional rituals of various sorts, the number of people and occasions to wear them have
decreased under the growing assimilation, and at times a denial of tradition.
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Despite the changes surrounding their culture, they continued to wear their own ceremonial clothes at
gatherings among families and friends, making traditional clothes as a gift or a souvenir. Traditional
clothing was given from forefathers as a family treasure.

Today, western and Japanese clothes are dominant in Ainu peoples' daily life. However, in line with
the growing recognition and restoration movement of Ainu's traditional culture in various aspects in
recent years, they increasingly wear their own ceremonial clothes at rituals and artistic performances
of song and dance which creates a growing demand for a greater production of their traditional clothes.
As part of this effort for restoration of their traditional clothes, traditional dress-making methods are
studied more systematically, while application of the traditional designs in contemporary clothing and
ornaments is sought after. Workshops for traditional Ainu dress-making and embroidery are offered as
well as various competitions and exhibitions of their handicrafts.
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Ainu's clothing is characteristic of the region of origin and classified by the materials as well as the
design patterns.

Clothing is also categorized according to the age and gender of the intended wearer and by the pur-
pose. Clothes are worn for either daily routine or in the case of rituals.

Early publications have displayed photographs of Ainu's ceremonial clothing which were taken not
necessarily at the rituals, and there has been a lack of photos showing Ainu in every day clothing.
There have been some oversights as to the region from which the clothing came from and mistakes in
chronological dates.
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Hide and Fur
Various hides and furs of both the terrestrial animals including that of bear, deer and fox and the sea
mammals such as seal, sea otter and fur seal are used for the making of clothes.
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Fish Skin
Skin of salmon and trout are patched together which were mostly worn by the ainu in Sakhalin.
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Bird Feathers
Skins with feathers of birds such as eagle, hawk, tufted puffin and albatross are sewn together.
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Plant Fibers

Fibers from the inner bark of a kind of elm and Japanese linden are woven into textile fabrics for
dress-making of which the production process is shown on pages 22 and 23.

10



BEE5 xR (1Y)

FEa3vDHDOIEKER F /X OHDIEKRE




OEZFE /25D (EERK)
A 7 ¥ 75 EOQONBEDRHMETHk - 72 W& FMIZL 72 DT, FUSH Y VIR
bNET, A avalDBELIEND L RPMELADTT,

127
WE %1% B BEEAOD
157HDES5TIEIES

Grass
Fibers of a nettle are woven into textile fabrics, a practice mainly found in Sakhalin.
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Cotton
Old cotton clothing and remnants of precious clothing were introduced through early trade practices
which were prevalent in many areas and called by different names in the Ainu language.
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Clothes from North-Eastern China
Garments for the Court Officials of the Ching(Ch'ing) Dynasty were brought to Hokkaido from what is
known today as North-Eastern China and Primorskii Krai through a trade route with Sakhalin.
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Clothes from Honshu
- Garments: Ceremonial overgarment, Wadded silk garment, Garment for Noh-drama performance
- A coat worn over the armor by a warlord
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Others

Underwear and Routine Clothing

Day to day clothing characteristically has much less decorative patterns than the ceremonial clothes
and garments so far introduced in the previous pages.

Women, at home, wore such clothes as shown in the photo which was called "mour" in many areas and
would put more decorative and precious clothing over their routine clothing when they had guests or

went out in public places.
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Dress-making and Storage
Procedures of "attus" making from bark of a kind of elm.
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Pattern-Making
Patterns on the clothes which are characteristic of the area of origin are made by patchwork and
embroideries.

25



3 % % ,Ec 7:;: t Ornaments

OEICHhXDEHD (%, 1§F. §EM)

A Bark hat for summe, a hood and a hat for winter

FEHN) Y THWSEh TwWE L, FIZE
DARDEDT, MORTES728 D, Y F
LIXFOHNO 2T ZMHATHEST2E DD D
9, M. EHNEFICEXOLRD EOTY,
B TS 728 D EARIMRMA E TS 728 D
WHYET, XOURD L RIZrED E L7,

@35 % ZE Head band

HoTEFS>TARNIH B EEREADE E &
BIbExABMATEILAB0ELE, £
QUK ML ABNET, HIL oS &
FLOEHIUL. MHOEDEH D EF. LD
HEWN LG TEIHARTFOSWAEHWZD L E
. . B b7 BB RS > T 0B
EOL. RAOEAFRCEDENSHD T,

OEEfY) Earrings )
HSk 513 T, 2 2ICHiRes &4
BHOBREZBL T FNF580TY, H3HMES
I TnELAE, KEIEEZE2.3YFD
LD 510 Y FYUEIIRREDE H D, fib
FDOONTW2ED, §EIRDEDD—J; %
BEIZLTWBED, BERHDET,

26

BHE17 -1 ¥ {tEE)

(B chizdtBEICE<ROhB 417
DHDTE, B> HEXR) I2EL
Boh2 414 7OEFIRI55

BEE18 ¥b6% ¥

EE19 HffV)



(\

@HEHHY) Necklace §
RYENERD L ZIZTIF28DTY, 472 B i
DEAEMIZEL 723 DT, K& RKOMIZHEk%E

MU7Z0, HZEIDRERT 220 L2 D8 é

b ET,

(4

BEE20 Hihv
(£ : PIRIET. A : HSET)

.%7 Belting

Ho7E o MnE, HEBAIIL-TRL
L a L ET, mid. RIS &M
DL DTY., REIIMESMY LTRSS
50VDEDTT,

OFH - g
Covers for the back of hands and Leggings

Uik REREED L ZIZHWE L2,
FHIETFOHIZIZDTEDTE DL, T8
DD BENVEDOED LD £, BIKHIE,
JRIZEEMT 280 L., FMRIZE> TV TEE
ANBEDERH D T,

D> ZOEPICH, BEHEEOW D E [74 X3t
BANRFS RE] MD12~137—ITRNMLT
WET, EE23 M

27



Oi%7 (Sg¥nmg)

FEMRENACHEE & 2 U iy ACHEE R R s e O] 7 [
MEREA T 4 X BBHEE AN 7 4 X RIGEOREE Al 1

O EIRMt. HaF

28

G MBSy 20 e
H12,16 0 [RGB A GaIBpAE, SN —@a) Ao s v > 2 —
T3 L R E T A
HH4,5,6,15,17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23 © LR AREIC S EMIPE 7 4+ — L FRPER v 4 —fiidlE
51 8,10,11,12,19, 22 : MABIEA 7 4 X R EEfE
(TN S B AR, 1208 EYPT-F Qi)
B9 {fEA KR THADITZE 354 74 XD T34 (FU5tE 7 A i)
HE13: WEYIRK
GH17-2 1 ° 7 R i
G5 L EANT 7 A4 X RGOk
FRUSNDOBEEIZ Y & v 4 — G E (7,14, 26, 2713 H ) — EL GRS F — b
veavsyg V)



"/
ZO/MiFI, BREEICHIE L 22 A B L T 9,
HHEEAE100% - BEE70%




oxT—FRIF-3H (M F154-3H)

omeE— i T 7 AR R E ALy 2 —
HOKKAIDO AINU CULTURE RESEARCH CENTER
T060 HLIRFFRXIL1EZAE7TE JLAM-7 58
TEL.011-272-8801 FAX.011-272-8850

http://www.pref.hokkaido.jp/kseikatu/ks-ambkc/hacrc/hp/index.htm

FeavnhK




kanpi-sos

@7 AXXALIEANIMEF




AENDHLLHL

AL 7 4 X RIESUZe v 4 — ik, [#HHD
ED 7z [HROFEAERDEFE0F-] ~NDHD MAD—
BRE LT, 1995 CPHLT) SR LD, 74 X L& EIT
5/t 2 BE LSOl LT Ed, 1fET
4%y BT EELTTA XFEBEIZOVT, 21t
HTIRTA3I H55] LBLTKRRISOVWTRATLEL
/3

SMEHTIE [4X] LELTEMIIOVTED H
FE L, 74 2OENY., BROME. FHORAA
DHFEEEIZDONTA T A NRPEEEZEZ THMALT
WET, 512, TAXOBEXLIZTDOWTEALZD T
E B LR BRI DWW TSI L T Ed,

R HYE Vs
pon kanpi-sos — /JMiF
P& T ®

?j*%@%ﬁNéoﬁ$TéoﬁN%




B&X

(1] 74 XDENY 2
1 EOLIBEDERARTX LN
2 LS LTERAEEBE,

[2] FRIE & 1RTE 16
1 FPo f ik 16
2 T & AT 26

3 BREHZDOWT 30



(1] ZAXDENY

1 EDEILHLDERNTEED

T4 XOBEHDOREIINZONT, EQOXIEZERDPSTNBEDTL & D7,

TAXOERETIE, W, BRNTRRPWAE L2 IIERHEE L 5720, B
fEozD LT RES LRDAES N CVET, HADILARRED HNZ 8 [ L &
IRTAXOBEFCOVTORLEMKINTOET, Zh&Ddd - 0EHD
ZEIZOWTIE, EORBHE L LI ->THLTOHLM IR TETVET,

D% < ORIFIZEHML T B 2L TTA ZZ1006FEH F D OBIZT 4 XD
CEABIRELEMNMLELE, 74 XDHBAIE, 74 XEWD &L M4 54 ERE
DEALRFAR DR, ThETHZDHIZ S ZBBBFICADIZKS k72 L=
L, SERLBEDRIE EFRD & L TT A XDER LA T E I N B ZRNEE 5720
L7zZ&d—FTT,

1. The Foods that the Ainu people have relied on.
This handbook is compiled in a bid to shed light on the history of the Ainu's diet.

The folktales of the Ainu have often depicted their life style as largely based on the subsistent activi-
ties of hunting, fishing, gathering of edible wild plants, collecting shellfish, and cultivating crops. This
life style was also recorded in archives written during the Edo era. The Ainu history in regards to their
diet prior to the Edo period has been gradually clarified with the findings from early excavation sites.

As is common with many other peoples, the Ainu experienced drastic changes in the type of food they
consumed and their diet as a whole over the past 100 years. Major factors were attributable to such
dramatic changes as the difficulty in the supply of a particular food which they had relied on due to the
changes in their living environment. Another factor has to do with modern development, and the pre-
vailing social trend of denying their traditional culture under the assimilation policy after Japan's mod-
ernization.
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In the contemporary diet of the Ainu, Japanese as well as western style cuisine are more dominant, and
it has grown increasingly difficult to maintain their traditional diet as they had once done in their past
life. On the other hand, some of the Ainu prepare traditional ingredients in a new cooking style and
some of them cook with non-traditional seasonings. The Ainu's traditional diet is introduced in this
handbook based on interviews to those who were born in the period from Meiji to the beginning of
Showa otherwise mentioned.
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2. The Ainu's method for food acquisition

There were variables in the consumption patterns of the foodstuff that the Ainu relied on, depending
on the regions of their habitation. It is suggested that all the foodstuff introduced in these pages may
not be commonly consumed by the Ainu in all regions. Habitation and distribution of fauna and flora,
the use of physically obtainable foodstuff and the type of crops cultivated vary accordingly to the
region.
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1) Hunting

The animals hunted by the Ainu were Hokkaido deer, brown bear, raccoon, squirrel and rabbit whose
meat was mostly cooked in a soup or roasted. The Ainu frequently utilized the meat of the game
which were hunted for their hide. Fresh internal organs from animals were consumed raw but meat
was hardly eaten raw. Game birds including copper pheasant, jay sparrow, sparrow and ducks were
cooked for a soup or roasted.



Fs55 B1 vl (A% EsEE) DE
| #Hi%

I - D>

Y. A, TAIZA TF),
dvawav, 4+, $rIv
Z(YvN), FavUwAt, I
¥E, VUrE, US4 (TAN
). 7 RV au Fau¥Fa,
HI IR EDWETVE LI,

BarsEhTH
wiren

ok dyp a3 At

‘: sgr.e [y

R g
|

i et e

BE6 JIITOYTaOI%RF

2) Fishing

<Freshwater Fishing>

The species of fish caught in the river and lakes include: salmon, trout, fuchen fuchen, white spotted
charr, loach, dolly verden, charr, dace, pond smelt, crucian carp, capelin, river shrimp. Fresh fish were
cooked with edible wild plants for a soup or spit-roasted. Fish which were roasted or smoked for
preservation was used for a soup stock or a soup. Salmon roe were dried for preservation and con-
sumed with gruel or a soup.
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Ruybe(ru-ipe)

Today, Ruybe is a popular dish of frozen raw fillet of salmon.

Ruybe is a combination of two words; "ru" which means melting and "ipe" a foodstuff. The
Ainu consumed frozen salmon after having the entire salmon hung under the eaves during
winter.

Some Ainu people cut small quantities of frozen salmon for individual consumption and then
warm the skin side over a slow fire. When the surface started to melt, they consumed the
salmon and the use of salt depended on individual taste. Other Ainu people consumed the
salmon after it had been thinly sliced without applying any heat.

|
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<Fishing at sea and hunting of sea mammals>

The regions along the coasts of Hokkaido and Sakhalin had a tradition of active at-sea fishing and
hunting for cod, flounder, anchovy, herring, swardfish, sunfish, whale, seals and fur seal, with particu-
lar emphasis on the hunting of seals and Steller's sea lions in Sakhalin. Their meat, oil and internal
organs were consumed, while the hide of sea mammals were utilized for clothing.
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<Seaweed and shellfish>

Seaweed were gathered for consumption. They were either finely chopped and put into a soup or dried
which were then soaked in water before serving in a soup. Kelp was roasted and ground to be put in a
soup and gruel or served as a sauce for dumplings. Shellfish such as surf clam, scallop, corbicula and
short-necked clam were collected and boiled or put into a soup. Octopus, squid and sea urchin were
also consumed.
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3) Gathering
Edible wild plants were gathered from spring till fall and the parts of plants such as buds, stems,
leaves, bulbs, roots and berries were consumed depending on the type of plant.
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From summer till fall, berries of sweet brier, mulberry, walnut, Japanese chestnut, acorn, wild grapes
and roots of plants were gathered. Berries were generally consumed immediately after they were gath-
ered, and some of the berries were dried and preserved.
Leaves and stems were boiled, roasted, served in a soup or cooked in gruel. Roots were cooked in a
soup stock, roasted, served in a soup or cooked in gruel.
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Starch from a lily was occasinally cooked in gruel.
Mushrooms were prepared for a soup.
Juice from the stem of maple was extracted for drinking and used as a sweetener.
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Rataskep
The dish called Rataskep has been cooked extensively in various regions. It has been made of
either edible wild plants, commonly found vegetables or beans, or a mixture of some of these
different ingredients. For seasoning, oil and salt has been used. Besides being a daily cook-
ery, it has specially served as a festival food at the time of the ritual.
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4) Agriculture

The cultivation of barnyard millet and foxtail millet from the early times was proven from the evidence
that the Ainu language was used for these grains, as well as from millets discovered at archeological
sites.

Various crops were introduced mainly to the south-west of Hokkaido from Honshu. According to the
records kept in the middle of Japan's Edo era, the Ainu cultivated potatoes, grains including proso mil-
let, wheat, buckwheat and corn, beans such as soybeans, azuki beans and cowpea and vegetables
including turnip called Atane and Japanese radish. By the beginning of the 18c, they had started to
cultivate crops such as long onions, cucumbers, and pumpkins and the scale of agriculture expanded
along with the greater variety of crops.
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Grains were consumed in the form of gruel on a daily basis, and were steamed for festivities and ritu-
als. Grains were also used for making dumplings or used as ingredients in homebrewed liquor. Beans
were cooked with gruel or steamed grains, as well as an ingredient for Rataskep. Vegetables were
cooked in a soup or in Rataskep.
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1. Cooking Methods

Meat was rarely consumed raw except for the fresh internal organs of animals. Fish was primarily
cooked in a soup or roasted.
Various types of dishes were developed in order to process foodstuff to preserve for winter use.
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Cooking and Preservation
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1) Daily Meals

Most common of the daily meals were a soup and gruel.

A Soup: A soup with a lot of ingredients was cooked with salt and oil for seasoning. Types of a
soup included a soup with edible wild plants, meat, fish and seaweeds.

Gruel: Such grains as barnyard millet, proso millet, foxtail millet, rice and corn were cooked in
large quantity of water. Steamed grains were cooked with a small amount of oil applied for the
finished product.
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2) Special Meals for Festivities and Rituals
Steamed grains, Rataskep, dumplings and the home-brewed liquor were commonly prepared for festiv-
ities and rituals.
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Recipes for Ainu Cookery

Traditional recipes are introduced by Ms. Umeko Andoh from Makubetsu, Hokkaido. Special
attention is given to the cooking of salmon, one of the most important food resources for the Ainu.
Every part of the salmon is fully utilized including fillets, milt, roe, and fins.
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2. Food Processing for Preservation

The foods the Ainu acquired from hunting, fishing, gathering and cultivation were not only consumed
immidiately but also stored as reserve food for the long winter period and in case a shortage of food
might occur.

<Meat of the Game>

Wild game was cut into blocks and boiled before being dried. In some instances blocks were further
dried on a rack above a herth.
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<Fish>

Fish such as salmon and trout were cut into two fillets and cut open from the dorsal side after the head
and internal organs were removed. Dried fish were first grilled on a spit or smoked and then complete-
ly dried above a herth. Dase, capelin and other small fish were grilled on a spit to remove excess oil
and moisture and further dried on the rack to preserve for a longer period of time.
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<Edible Wild Plants>

Edible wild plants were gathered once from spring till summer and again from summer till fall, part of
which were consumed immediately and the rest was dried for preservation. They were generally either
chopped finely, dried under the sun or boiled and dried for preservation. Berries and fruits were dried
naturally or under the sun. They also took starch from a lily bulb, (Lilium cordatum v. glehnil.,) for
preservation. The remaining part of a bulb was formed into a shape of a saucer, and dried and coagu-
lated for preservation.
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<Crops>

Grains with the husks were fully dried under the sun or dried on the rack, and were kept in a container
or stored in a warehouse. However, proso millets whose grains could easily fall off were threshed first
and then preserved in a container. Corn was also dried. Beans too were dried under the sun.
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3. Seasoning

In general, food was lightly seasoned mainly with salt and oil to best enjoy the natural flaver of the
ingredients.

Oil was an important component in Ainu dishes, which was frequently used to season dishes such as
soup, grains cooked together with other ingredients and Rataskep. The oil was often extracted from
Hokkaido deer and brown bear, and in modern times from land mammals such as horses and cows.
Fish such as cod, anchovy, herring, shark, as well as sea mammals such as whale were an important
source of fat as well. Seals were a major source of oil in Sakhalin. Various plants were used as spices.
Bean paste, soy sauce and suger were not used in traditional Ainu cooking, but are used today for sea-
sonings.
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The picture above describes an Ainu dwelling unit that was depicted in a work written between the end
of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century. A series of excavations of ruins has con-
tributed to the gradual understanding of the Ainu people's earlier dwelling systems. The building style
used for dwellings similar to the one shown in the picture presumably was adopted from 200 to 300
years before the period when the literature was written.
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The History of Ainu Dwellings
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Dwelling units exhibited today in museums are reconstructed models of those that were built until the
beginning of the 20th century. There seem to be no major differences in style and design when com-
paring those units and the one in the picture contained in the aforementioned work.

The dwelling systems of the Ainu have changed dramatically as well as other aspects of Ainu life and
units like the one in the picture on the page 2 are no longer resided in today. The Ainu lives either in a
house or apartment built according to modern construction methods and design.
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However, traditional customs and teachings regarding good luck have been transmitted over the gener-
ations and on some occasions were taken into consideration when the decisions had to be made about
such things as the facing direction of a house or room design. At times, rituals held prior to the build-
ing of a house and celebrations for the construction of a new house are conducted in Ainu traditional
manner. Some choose the place for utensils and implements for ceremonial use in accordance with
traditional room arrangement. Many Ainu seem to follow tradition when they arrange room space and
decide seating order for traditional ceremonies, if not in everyday life.
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Reconstruction of old dwelling units has long been carried out for the purpose of tourism promotion
and for the introduction and study of Ainu culture. In recent years, in response to a growing serious-
ness regarding aspirations for the restoration, preservation and transmission of Ainu traditional culture,
consideration has been given to housing design so that units specifically designed for meetings and
ceremonies often contain a hearth and other features for rituals.

This handbook focuses on the systems built during the period from the time of the literature that con-
tains the picture on the page 2 until some 100 years ago. This is part of an effort to introduce the histo-
ry of Ainu dwellings up to the present time.
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1. Outline of Dwelling Systems

The design of Ainu housing systems differs depending upon the region of residence and individual
household.

A unit with a single large rectangular room with a hearth around the center appears quite common. It
often has a small building outside the doorway which was used as an entrance and for storage. The
Ainu built units in a variety of sizes from the smallest at 33 square meters to a large 100 square meter
unit used for meetings, according to the sources in the record.
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Styles of Dwelling Systems
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Materials for the posts, roof, walls and floor included trunks, branches and bark of various sorts and
grass of some kinds. Large amounts of materials required to thatch the walls and roofs usually were
procured from resources available locally.
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The roofing styles are drawn above. The hip roof shown on the left was most commonly employed
while the gable roof on the right has been found in Sakhalin.

A semi-terrestrial unit was built as well for the winter climate in Sakhalin and the Kurils.
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A dwelling unit was normally occupied by the members of one household.

A new unit was built for a newly wedded couple or when their house became old. A small unit was
built for a single elderly parent in the proximity of his or her children.

The houses were built by the members of a family in collaboration with neighbors.

They are estimated to have endured for 20 to 30 years, or occasionally even longer depending upon the
building materials used and the level of activity of a family.
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"Cise"

In Ainu language, "Cise" means "House", and this has often been used even in the Japanese
vernacular specifically referring to a thatched house which used to be built. However, the
word "Cise" still exists in Ainu language to refer to the modern housing units. Despite the
changes in the selection of materials and construction methods, "Cise" remains unchanged and
still means a house in Ainu language.

|
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2. Site and Facing Direction

Various considerations were given in the course of selecting a site for a house: accessibility to clean
drinkable water, food procurement, the presence of dry and well drained soil and a lower risk of a
landslide or a flood.

The directions facing toward a high mountain, the upstream area of a river and the sunrise were con-
sidered sacred in respective regions and houses were built accordingly.
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3. Structure and Finishing
Ainu's traditional dwelling systems often seen in Hokkaido are described as follows.
@ Main Unit

Hardwood trees were chosen for posts and other structural materials in a unit, and roofs and walls were
thatched with grass including reed or bamboo grass, and with the bark of the Japanese spruce.
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Grape vines and a skin of Japanese linden were used to bind the materials for structure and thatching.
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Posts are placed in holes dug into the ground.
Two different methods were applied for the building of a structure: either a roof truss was made

already on the ground and lifted to the top ends of the posts or constructed above the posts in the case
of building a big unit.
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In the well-known method of roof truss construction, two tripods were attached to the frame which
supports the roof.
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Roofs and walls may have been thatched often with the same materials.

17



BRAROTA FE 7 O¥mis, Mz itz < T EEd, ez RKE
WO EDH720122 L2585 %Y,

EE16 @EHTO

A unit has a small opening on the edge of the rooftop to allow smoke to escape.
Some units have a skylight above the hearth to allow light to enter as well.
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Religious rites are conducted for general safety and prevention of accidents during the con- I
struction, and the festivities were held together with relatives and neighbors when the house I
was built.
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@ Room Arrangement and Interior Finishing

One of the windows faces in a sacred direction according to well-known teachings.

Between this sacred window and the hearth around the center of a room is deemed the sacred space in
the room.
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A type of room arrangement in Shizunai(above) and Obihiro (below):

D sacred window, @ hearth, @ sacred space, @ unfloored part of a house, & gateway,
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® window, @ storage area for valuables, ® sleeping area, @ a space for heads of a family
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A unit often had a small building outside the doorway as an entrance and for storage.

In some cases, a room was divided by hanging a mat as a partition or a small room was added for more
space.

Floor is covered with layers of grass, reed screens and matting.

A low platform was sometimes placed by the wall for a bed.
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In one method of making a hearth, a hole is dug and then layers of leaves, gravel and volcanic ash are
placed in that order, and finally a thick wooden frame is placed at the rim.
A rack is placed above the hearth.
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The walls inside the room are occasionally finished with matting while the window or the doorway is
sometimes finished with hanging reed screens or matting.
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@ Light and Water
Fish oil was used in some cases as a fuel to provide light inside the room.
Dwellers cooked over the hearth. Water was brought from an adjacent stream, spring or well and

stored in a cask or an earthenware pot inside the house.
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@ Surroundings of A Main Unit
An altar, a cage for a bear and a storage area are in some cases located around the main unit. The altar
for Ainu traditional rituals is placed facing the sacred window.
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The storage area has an elevated floor and a ladder was used.
Toilet is separated by sex if not otherwise shared.
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In the proximity of the house, the waste disposal area was designated by some households, and rice
bran and ash from the hearth were sometimes separated from the rest of the waste.
Some dwellers used racks and rods for the drying of fish and meat and used rods for laundry.
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1. Ainu Religion

What is the basis of the Ainu religion?

Ainu beliefs hold that everything is endowed with a spirit. These beliefs hold respect for Kamuy
including plants and animals which give of themselves for human use, fire, water, daily living imple-
ments, etc., and forces beyond human control, such as the weather.

It is also believed that these interactions between humans and Kamuy are the basis of this world.
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Outline of Ainu Religion
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It is tremendously difficult to translate the Ainu word Kamuy. None of the usual renderings "gods",
"spirits", "deities", and the Japanese "Kami (gods)" captures its meaning. Therefore, in this brochure
the word is left untranslated.



ZZ1006EH F D OMIC, 74 XOEMEDH S BB E KE <AL F L, 2,
FADAD RIERCHZ LRI C & 512, AL T AL DGR, 2L L, 3R
BREDBEDLD HEEDL- TR EIZXDETH, 74 XDOEAIE, WRLIED
b FEFHDE & T, 74 DR A GE T 2l E - 722 &R, (B A fE
RETLEOIWENW 72D L2 &8 ZD—HTT,

ZH LTy, DISNTERY DEXETE > TN, ZLAANDHDO
BERLELDAEEZLFH LA, DIVEHELLDOLEZDREA T EEL LD
KDEZALLTABLTELZALERDP B HDEHATL,

ERNEDHETS

BEE1 SRTBIANERLE/ — FEDHEIC1966FICTFIFITES N/
& L
[714 x03FrEE] (FIRIETL MRS

For the past century, the environment surrounding Ainu religion has undergone dramatic changes, as is
the case in other ethnic groups in surrounding areas. Policies of assimilation since the Meiji era have
led to less value being placed on the Ainu traditional culture and have lessened the opportunities to
engage in rituals.

However, some people continue to conduct customs in the traditional manner; others record prayers to
Kamuys still others actively follow their traditional customs and beliefs.
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Today, as in Japanese society at large, Ainu live their lives according to various religious beliefs.

Still, with the recent movement to restore and preserve Ainu culture, interest in Ainu spiritual culture
has increased.

In recent years, Ainu beliefs and rituals have been taught in various places. Some traditional rituals
have been restored, some created.

This brochure describes traditions as understood by people born and raised between the Meiji era and
the early Showa era.
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In many regions, the manner in which rituals are conducted and awareness of Kamuy are similar, but
there are variations to this in some regions and among individuals.

Ainu consider it sacrilegious to talk about religion, or to listen to someone talk about it. Certain
behaviors are proscribed, depending on a person's age, gender and status.
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2. Various kinds of Kamuy

Ideas of Kamuy vary with regions and individuals. It has been commonly said that Kamuy are fire,
water, sun, moon, animals and plants. Some Kamuy are thought to cause disease, earthquakes, thunder
and other natural phenomena.

In addition to these naturally occurring Kamuy, man-made implements —boats, hearth hooks, mortar
and mallet-are believed to be Kamuy.

When Kamuy inhabit their own world, they take human form.
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Kamuy have emotions and individual characters as well as humans do. Some are believed to act favor-
ably toward humans, others unfavorably.

Kamuy come to human world when they have some roles and wishes to visit. At such times, they
dress according to the role they wish to play. For example, the Bear-Kamuy put on a bearskin.
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@ Kamuy beneficial to humans

It is believed that some Kamuy provide humans with necessities for life and offer conveniences.
Animals provide meat for food and fur for clothing. Plants serve as food, provide medicines, and are
used to make tools and fabric.
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Some Kamuy protect humans, so that they can live in safety. Other Kamuy offer assistance beyond
human ability.
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@ Kamuy with evil spirits

In Ainu beliefs, there are Kamuy with good spirits and Kamuy with evil spirits. The purpose for which
the Smallpox-Kamuy comes to human world is to spread the disease, and until the mission has been
fulfilled, the Kamuy can not go back to their world. Storm and thunder can bring catastrophe, so
humans treat them as Kamuy with veneration.

Therefore, Ainu pray that these Kamuy may leave quickly.
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3. Sending Kamuy back to their world

Kamuy return to their world when their missions are completed. At that time, humans pray for benefi-
cial Kamuy to visit again and send them back to their world by addressing gratitude and offerings.
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4. Beliefs in ancestors

@ The afterlife

In Ainu beliefs the deceased go to "the world after this world", where they make villages as they did in
life. While some others say that the details of the afterlife are not so clearly known.
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@® Regarding ancestors
Offerings of liquor, tobacco, and prepared foods etc. are given to ancestors. It is believed that by giv-
ing these things the ancestors' lives will be enriched in "the world after this world".
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1. Praying to Kamuy

Whenever Ainu wish to convey something to Kamuy, such as requests or thanks, they pray.
Prayers are a part of regular life and also use on special occasions, such as the building of a boat or a
house. Some prayers are for particular seasons, such as those for big fish catches.
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A Variety of Rituals
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When Ainu conduct prayers or rites, their roles are assigned or limited, depending on their age and sex.
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@ Places to pray

The places to pray vary depending on the Kamuy appealed to and the purpose for the prayer. The
prayers and rituals are usually conducted around the hearth. And in case of necessity some rituals are
held at an alter outside.
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® Ritual utensils

A variety of utensils are used in Ainu rituals. These photographs show some examples.
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Photo 16: The sacred sticks are decorated with shavings. They have various uses:to offer to Kamuy
and to exorcise evil spirits. And also sticks themselves are Kamuy.

Photo 17: sticks to offer liquor to ancestors and Kamuy

Photo 18: bowls for sacred liquor
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A ritual being conducted by an elderly man.
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2. Various prayers

@ The rituals sending Bear-Kamuy to their world

Ainu return the souls of captured bears and those raised in the village back to the Kamuy world. Rites
for the latter have special importance and are regarded as particularly important sending back cere-
monies. Many people are invited from neighboring villages.
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@® The ritual welcoming salmon

Before the fishing season for salmon, Ainu pray for a big catch and at the end of the season they offer
their gratitude for the catch.
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© A Prayer to ward off the Epidemic-Kamuy

By putting herbs with strong odor at a front door and windows, Ainu pray that the Epidemic-Kamuy
may stay away.

@ Rituals for ancestors
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Oral Literature

Among the cultural assets the Ainu people have created and passed on is the tradition of oral literature
which was developed in various forms and styles. As opposed to the reading of written texts of litera-
ture, such oral literature produces a richness in artistry and entertainment for the audience who then
transmit such traditions to the following generations. In contrast to written literature, even perform-
ances of the same tales characteristically vary greatly depending upon the reciters, occasions, the tim-
ing of performances, the aesthetics of the recitation technique as well as on expressions generated ad
lib during the recitation and performance.
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Introduction to Ainu Oral Literature
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Within the wider spectrum of orally performed Ainu literature, in addition to such tales as are found
in folklore, mythology and legend, there appear genres and styles of various sorts including songs,
riddles, words exchanged in the formal course of salutations and greetings and prayers. This hand-
book sheds lights on Ainu oral literature focusing on that literature which is representative of stories.
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Under the assimilation policies, including education in Japanese, which were enforced from the Meiji
era onward, the Ainu language has gradually disappeared from daily use. This disappearance has
resulted in much less opportunity for the performance of the Ainu literary tradition and in the almost
entire loss of the ability to perform or to appreciate the literature on the part of the Ainu people.

People had spontaneously and naturally recited various sorts of oral literature during ritual occasions
and among gatherings of adults, but we may suppose many of those adults dared not to teach the Ainu
language to the children. As has been the case with other ethnic groups, the advent of alternative
forms of entertainment, most notably radio and television, reduced the opportunities for children to
hear the tales recited by their parents or grandparents. Despite the cultural changes of the times, some
people made written records of tales they have memorized and the tales they had heard from the elder-
ly people living in the communities. Elderly people responded collaboratively to such initiatives as
these, and therefore the tradition of reciting various stories did not entirely cease in their daily lives.
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In recent years, the climate surrounding oral literature has changed as seen in the increasingly renewed
need to revive the Ainu language. Educational programs for studying Ainu language and culture pro-
vide venues where the tales are used as textbooks and guidebooks for learning. Furthermore, the Ainu
oral literature has come to be performed for the public. Ainu language dictionaries and handbooks for
introductory language courses have been published and tapes of tales are used for learning. In addi-
tion, tapes of stories which have been collected over a period of many years have been released in seri-
al form.
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Ainu oral literature is performed using different styles of recitation. Some tales are sung to melodies
while others are recited in a relative monotone similar to ordinary speech, and the content of the folk-
loric tales varies greatly. The categories of oral literature are designated in almost the same manner in
various regions. There are, however, different ways of categorizing material according to content and
furthermore, varying Ainu words are used to designate and describe respective categories among dif-
ferent regions.

Ainu oral literature in which stories are related is broadly divided into three general categories, namely
those of "heroic epics," "mythic epics" and "prose tales." This handbook describes each of the three
categories in accordance with this classification by genre.
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"Yukara"

The term "yukara" may be relatively well known as a word referring to Ainu oral literature. The word
"yukara" presumably derives from "yukar," which is one of the terms referring to the heroic epics.

As discussed in this handbook, there are various categories in the oral literature of the Ainu people and
the Ainu words used in referring to the respective categories are different. The heroic epics, for
instance, are designated differently depending on region and they are called "sakorbe" in one region
while termed "hawki" in another region.

Therefore, we can argue that the use of the word "yukar" when referring to Ainu oral literature as a
whole, or presenting the term "yukar" as being representative of Ainu oral literature may not be entire-
ly appropriate.
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Heroic Epics

The main text is sung to a short repetitive melody and each reciter has his or her own melody. Even
though the reciters have memorized the tale by listening to others, they may perform using their own
personal melodies, and the melody could shift to another melody in the middle of the recitation. The
reciter and the listeners tap out the time by beating blocks of hand-held wood while seated. The listen-
ers, and occasionally the reciter as well, interject short, rhythmical exclamations at certain points of
story development in the song.

The heroic epics are usually long, lasting a few hours or even longer, although some are as short as
several minutes.
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Among the well-known epics are the tales which deal with a young boy with the superhuman ability of
flying in the sky, diving into the sea and cleaving his way under the earth. His life, adventures,
courtships and battles are spoken using first person narration.

In such stories as these, vignettes of heroes' everyday lives are also presented. These include, for
instance, a battle scene depicted over and over in fiery and passionate language which can cause the
hands to sweat. The heroic epics are characterized by many spectacular, stirring and thrilling stories.
However, not all of these tales fall into the category of heroic stories from the viewpoint of content.
Some are about a married couple who led a discontented life while young but who came to live togeth-
er happily eventually.
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Mythic Epics

The main text is sung to a short, roughly defined, repetitive melody for each story. The mythic epics
are characterized by persistently repeated refrains which are uttered between the lines. Choruses are
specifically connected with each tale, as shown in the example on page 19 in which "ateyateyatenna
tenna" appears as a refrain.

The refrains to be inserted may differ even in tales with more or less the same content if they are nar-
rated by different reciters who live in different regions. One may speculate that these refrains, in many
cases, are onomatopoeic, featuring the sound of the cry of the "kamuy", a leading character of some
stories, and the meanings of these refrains are often not understood. The recitation of the tales takes
from a few minutes to more than one hour depending upon the individual tales.

In view of content, the mythic epics deal mostly with "kamuy" of all sorts including "kamuy" of fauna
and flora, and thunder or illness. They appear as speakers using first person narration, introducing
vignettes of their experiences in the world of "kamuy" as well as in the world of human beings.

These tales teach people the proper mindset and attitude with which they should be prepared for deal-
ing with animals, plants and natural phenomena, and present the wisdom they should learn to acquire.
In addition to these tales which have an educational purpose, some stories describe the deeds and
emotions of "kamuy".
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"Kamuy"

According to Ainu belief, a spirit is believed to dwell within every single being.

Ainu people have faithfully worshiped "kamuy" as referring to much of what was deeply involved in
their daily lives. This includes fauna, flora, fire, water and utensils for daily use, as well as natural
phenomena and other forces which are beyond human control. The term "kamuy" is often translated
into "Kami(God)" in Japanese, yet the Ainu word for god is not necessarily identical to the Japanese
counterpart in its semantic context. This handbook, therefore, uses the Ainu term "kamuy" without
translating it except for quotations from reference sources.
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Prose Tales

The texts of the tales in this category are recited in prosaic diction which is close to everyday conver-
sation, in a relative monotone, although some are spoken with emphasis on distinct modulation.

Some tales are as short as ten minutes while others may last a few hours.

Prose tales are characterized, from the aspect of content, by the rich variety of heroes and heroines and
by the synopses. The leading roles in some tales are given to human beings who speak about their own
experiences and their relations with "kamuy", while in other stories "kamuy" speak of their own experi-
ences where the content is very similar to that of mythic epics. Superhuman boys appear as leading
characters in some tales just as in the heroic epics.

Many tales in which human beings play leading roles seem to be highly educational, teaching the atti-
tudes and values people need to embrace. The characters ultimately lead happy lives after having
overcome hardships and dangers of all sorts, while humans and "kamuy" whose natures are evil are
punished.

Besides the tales cited above, there are some tales which are designed to transmit to following genera-
tions events of historic importance to their community and the experiences of predecessors of immedi-
ate kinship to them. These are also spoken in the same recitation manner as prose tales.
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Among the several forms of culture the Ainu people have long fostered are folk performing arts rep-
resented by a variety of music, songs and dance.

Music, songs and dance have developed in every one of the ethnic groups and have been transmitted
rough performances on such occasions as festivities, rituals and in informal activities in daily life.
Some vignettes from old Ainu folk-tales tell how very much songs and dances of various sorts are
enjoyed by Ainu people when performed during rituals and in the course of daily life. Activities of
the Ainu people such as these are described in some of the documents written by non-Ainu people in
the Edo and early Meiji periods.
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Introduction to the Folk Performing Arts of the Ainu People
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Drastic changes in the climate surrounding Ainu folk performing arts since the Meiji era have
resulted in a gradual decrease in the number of people who have learned traditional Ainu styles of
dancing, singing and the playing of musical instruments. This is attributable to the emergence of
new forms of entertainment, to radio and television and to the wider introduction of Western music
influences as is the case with other ethnic groups and societies. Yet, the assimilation policy, particu-
larly in the case of the Ainu, has been another factor contributing to the fewer opportunities of expe-
riencing their traditional performing arts.

Despite the cultural changes of the times, their performing arts, including singing and dancing,
were still appreciated when they gathered for rituals and ceremonies and some people still sang their
traditional songs in their daily lives. Some of the songs and dances have been preserved and trans-
mitted through performances for visitors at tourist sites.
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Today, every Ainu person enjoys various sorts of songs and dances including both traditional and
contemporary ones, just as do many others. Some of them are learning and transmitting traditional

styles of performing arts which their ancestors have passed down.
Amid the recently increasing trend toward restoration and transmission of traditional Ainu culture,

more Ainu people today are learning and transmitting their performing arts in their respective areas,
while in some cases adopting the traditions of other areas in their own regions. Organized efforts to
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preserve Ainu traditional dancing have been made in some areas in Hokkaido. These activities led to
public performances at various locations and traditional songs and dances were recorded for learning
and pleasure.

Some elements of contemporary music have been incorporated into the innovative styles of per-
formance which are emerging today.

This handbook shows some of the wide variety of traditional styles of Ainu folk performing arts.
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Ainu songs and dances are classified in various categories such as songs that are sung during every-
day life and those performed during rituals and ceremonies.

Traditional dances are performed accompanied by singing. These songs generally are sung by keep-
ing time using hand-clapping alone. References to singing in other styles of performance which were
accompanied by musical instruments are recorded in old documents, and some Ainu dances in
Sakhalin are performed to instrumental accompaniment.
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Songs, dances and instruments
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The performing arts of Ainu people have never been connected with specific experts. Instead they
have been transmitted mostly through the active involvement of family members in singing and danc-
ing at home and in the local communities where the people have resided.

There are no music scores or texts describing the detailed movements of dancing. The words are
already determined for most pieces, although singing is at times improvised by adding shouts or substi-
tuting words expressive of a singer's emotions at the time, all depending upon the types of songs being
sung. Some songs and dances are performed on specific occasions and the age and sex of the perform-
ers are determined as well. The rules to determine these things vary depending on area, individual per-
former and era.
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1 Singing and Dancing

Some of the music, songs and dances from a variety of examples are described in the following sec-
tions.

Sitting songs
A few singers are seated around the lid of a lacquer ware container and all parties sing together
while tapping the lid to beat time.

Circle dance

All the performers stand in a circle facing the center and dance moving clockwise while singing.

10



I TEARS R TNZHEO—FITE, [KY 2 by ba 44y H 4 Thy=V
by =Y T Fw=Y F+1 pon kutosintoko itaso ka ta etunin tunin etunin cari| &>k
AR LIK> T3 EZ AT,

BOFA - FErsirrba 48V —H8 Ihv=vlwzy  Ibh=UHY) ErYos vV Ea 45U —

HTVFB -y A2 = 45V —H& Ilw=Vlwzy Iw=V#Y  Ersrvrviha 14

TOFC vy Eroryvia 4 8)—HA Ihy=Vlwzy Iw=V#Y Ersrvrvia

(o B2 DROBEEF TN EZB)
ZOWTE [RV]| DLZAEFHONEF T DT, ERICEDOF THRbLISEED
T, ZOEBMITKRZ L [RYRVEY &, RALEPVENBEIICHIATEET,
 EDFEFIIE. 2003 F (CHBINDAH TH S A KBS ST IAEFPISERBL TWAELEWE

EEDHFEDHEIC. B —TIERLAEDDTT 22E Vv IT3E 2DE
EDBEEDEFEEFEC I ENTEET,

(> THATHS T, EHE. WS O2DiE R4 EHRVODVTWEZ S, ZZTOHFHL,
HIDOMMDIRBEDIZ 7S, ZOMWIZAD, ROMWICASZEZAETENGEL TETL)

OFRICE->THDHIY)

— ALz o THRLZ D <
0., B SEREHEID IZEA T
WD TY

W3 kkddh, MHLE SR
ERFEEE 2L OrllAAED
HTREODEL T EDTT, &K
L [HRA Y] ZEDOHIFHED X
IBEEIZLDZEDNEL, A

T4 QHEENE LD TTRE : e
BHS5 BMEEAT XRIEEME [7 1 X EXEH]
TVEY, )

11



oiiBEE LN ORI

g B AR b 21T, ZOBEIC A bECROEF. EETRIREDE DD
BEOFHE LTHAS 312880 % Ls, FEOEZDORBAINIEO LS 280
o, HDEIMEEZILESHTGEAEZFEOLDETNANADH D F T,

ER6 MBEDLST

Songs sung accompanied by pounding
The songs in this category are sung in accordance with the rhythms and movements associated with
pounding grain. The pieces have been played as part of the repertoire in recent years.

Dances mimicking animal movements

The major components of dances of this kind are body movements mimicking the most representa-
tive motions of animals and the dances passed down through the generations vary depending on area.
For instance, there are dances for crane, snipe, swift, sparrow, fox and grasshopper.
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Dances performed by men

Performers dance solemnly with both arms moving up and down while stepping on the floor slowly
and firmly. In other dances which are performed mostly by men, performers dance with a bow and
arrow or a sword in hand.
Lullabies

These are songs Ainu people sing while rocking babies and small children to put them to sleep.
Lyric songs

Singers sing to express emotions of joy, happiness, sorrow and love that they feel in their present
lives or that they connect with old memories.
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2 Musical instruments

Ainu jaw's-harp
Bamboo instruments are distributed relatively extensively throughout areas of Hokkaido, although

instruments of this type did not exist in the past in some areas. Metal instruments are seen mainly in
Sakhalin.
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Five-stringed zithers
These musical instruments are played by plucking the strings with the fingers.

Other Types of Musical Instruments
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Ainu Folk Art: Overview of Ainu Handicrafts
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The most accessible materials are those displayed at the museums and the origin of some of the old-
est ones can go back to 100 to 200 years or more. e
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Ainu people have undergone a series of drastic changes in lifestyles after the Meiji era as seen in the
introduction of new tools and equipment and the gradual disappearance of the handicrafts which were
traditionally in use in their daily lives. These sorts of changes have been seen in many cases with other
ethnic groups. However, there are other contributing factors to the changes in the case of Ainu people.
These include the difficulty of obtaining materials to make traditional handicrafts and much less
opportunity under the pressure of assimilation both to use those handicrafts and to transmit their tradi-
tional techniques to the younger generation. Remaining handicrafts often have been traded as antique
objects.

However, some old items of handcraft were well preserved and the skills to make them were taught
by the Ainu in spite of these changes in lifestyle. Today new styles of woodcarving and dressmaking
based on their traditional techniques have been developed producing souvenir handicrafts as well as
those with high artistic value.

Ainu people today are leading their lives in the same manner as other people. The handicrafts
described in this handbook are usually not in use in their daily lives. The momentum created in recent
years for the restoration and transmission of traditional cultures has led to more opportunities for exhi-
bitions and workshops to learn techniques and skills.

This handbook intends to shed light mostly on those handicrafts that were used from the end of the
Edo era to the beginning of the Meiji era.
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Ainu's handicrafts were made not by the professional craftsman or at a workshop but basically by
those who intended them for personal use or they were acquired through trade. People who were
allowed to make handicrafts were determined to some extent by the type of craft and by their age and
sex. They were also determined by the position within their own community, social status or their des-
ignated functions in ceremonial matters.

It was deemed indispensable for Ainu men and women to acquire the skills for carving and sewing
in order to be treated as adults and those who could make handicrafts skillfully commanded respects.
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A variety of Handicrafts
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Ainu cultural patterns differ among Hokkaido, Sakhalin and the Kuriles, and for that matter even
among the regions in Hokkaido. There is a difference in the types of crafts used among the areas in
Hokkaido and even the same handicrafts are often called in a different way depending upon the
regions. Due attention therefore, should be given to the origins of the handicrafts when they are intro-
duced at the exhibition or in writing.

photo 5 : A basket often seen in the Kuriles
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A variety of Ainu handicrafts are shown in this handbook according to the places and occasions they
were used.

1 Iltems to Wear

Clothing
photo 6 : Cotton clothing collected in the Kuriles

10



BHEG6-1 AEEHRMICL IR
TFRTEEN 22D TY, RO D
A E > TV E T,

B coBEMEdir>SELEAEEIRZES

[ 2 TR X RT3, BA & ORI TE X W KIRD £ < 13, RO L % 4
CILEIWNEE L THWONZEDTY, HEEESFEADEDL L TEARIZIX,
YKEHEDROENETA,

11



CEXNEXREICHIIOTEHD
GETIE. ST 2+ 2Bl bD LS FETEIZ LS DOTE,

it

HBHEIE., RO L 2HMELIHIC,~ SRS G

DT, VFFERIXFHLEEZHS72EDN5
fED ¢4, BEHTTV.-> T35S, Thz
SHICA RS> TVE T,

7

BE9 NEB5TEET (HEODIIS)

12

ZOIMRE T, TTERIRCLOEWB 5 &
DD E->TVERA, £, WKEICRS
NAHID ZERMZ T, BERICEROAERA,

FE8

BT T 5T B Y di
DR, HH 5 2 A5 T)
AWM FIChES, 205
AN, REE LT TR A< B
ROLXIZHIIDOTFB2EDL X
nTuEF, JI5Mm5THIE.
Wipe & M Uil e & %
STWENTED, XFX%IC
CREEEMAZ AL E DN
BRET,



{

BE11-1 ZHEOH (1) V)
FOWTEE T, fi0 O EITEAET R
ENTVET, N Yy TiRERD L xR L
ICEZMNZD &S i FIZDOT e dhT

B 10 BHfY - VEF.
(2 T TIBINT, 45 ¢ %ﬁ ALIp) o R s
Bk b % 7 & 1= febh I i @ cowzRdElr>ELAEERERISS
fiin #GIZOF 9

BH 12 1935 (HHIL0) 127 1 X T e

LT

,a%&akﬁ#@FRﬁﬁnU/f74

RFERT A A XALOFEE Lz & I
MLz TY, EROLENGEILO
Lo EmEITFTVET,

CNBEEEIV 7T E, kL EER
ERBZENTEET

Clothing and Items to Wear at a Ritual or Ceremonial Occasion
photo 7 : The reenactment of offering prayers at the alter

photo 8 : A headdress for men to wear during a ritual

photo 9 : A sword and sword strap that the standing man in photo 7 is wearing
photo 10: Necklace

photo 11: Women's skin belt with metal from Sakhalin
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Iltems Used for Sewing
photo 13: Needle case
photo 14: Spool

Other

photo 15: Knife
photo 16: A tobacco container and a pipe for smoking
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2 Housing and Items Used Inside the Dwelling Place

photo 17: Reconstruction of a dwelling with a thatched roof

photo 18: Precious items placed in the sacred space

photo 19: A lacquered container in which grain was fermented in making sake for ceremonies.
It contained sake or precious items.

photo 21: A libation stick used when offering sake at a ritual
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photo 24 : A loom for ornamental mat
photo 25 : Table Utensils
Utensils such as these shown in the photo 25 were used when meals were served.
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photo 26 : Household scene at the end of the Taisho era.

photo 27 : Pounding grains in a wooden mortar.
This photo shows the reenactment of the pounding of grain according to the tradition of Ainu
people. The woman seated is separating grain by the use of a winnower, while others are engaged
inpounding the grain with a pestle. The clothes all women are wearing are not working clothes for
everyday use, but are designed for ritual, celebratory occasions. An ornamental mat seen in the
photo is not normally used during work time.
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3 Items Used for Activities in the Field and Mountains and in the Sea and Rivers

Utensils for Hunting

photo 30 : A bow and arrows
photo 31 : A set-bow
figure 4 : A type of a trap to catch small game
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Boat and Fishing Utensils

photo 33 : A dugout canoe

figure 5 : A large boat for navigating far from the coast. Planks are horizontally tied together with a rope
to the dugout canoe. This made a layer of planks to increase the height so that a vessel could
voyage to areas further offshore.

photo 34 : The top of a harpoon
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Items Used for Carrying and Foot Ware

photo 35 : A woven bag
photo 36 : A carrying strap (A load is tied with both ends of a strap and the wider part in the center of the
strap is placed on the forehead of the person who carries the load.)

photo 37 : A sleigh
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Shoes and Boots
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Place Names in Hokkaido and Place Names Derived from the Ainu Language

In the places where humans have resided, a variety of names are used indicating the rivers,
roads, towns and small communities. The place names have been given by the local residents
and most of these names in Hokkaido derive from the Ainu language.
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Transmission of Place Names Derived from the Ainu Language

Place names originally pronounced according to the Ainu language's pronunciation came to
be written and documented using Japanese katakana, hiragana and Kkanji characters. (see page 8)

During the course of transmission, these names have often become detached from the origi-
nal pronunciation and meaning.

Among areas in Hokkaido, different kanji characters were chosen for the same Ainu word
used for describing a geographical feature as long as the characters were phonetically applica-
ble.
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In some cases, a place name that originally described a specific area had evolved to be used to
indicate either a different or a broader area.
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Current place names have mostly undergone various changes and developed into those that
are different from the original Ainu language designations. Due to changes in the geographic
features and landscape as well as people's lifestyles, it is difficult to specify the place that the
name formerly indicated and some place names have been lost as well. Today, it is increasingly
difficult to actually confirm the original meaning of a place name people used in past times.

Along with the changes in society and lifestyles over time, place names have changed as well
in some areas. Characteristic of changes in Hokkaido place names derived from the Ainu lan-
guage is the enormous effect upon them caused by the drastic increase in the number of immi-
grants from the main island of Honshu beginning in the Meiji era.

On the other hand, amid the increased interest in Ainu culture and local history in recent
years, there has been a variety of activities where the public can learn about the origin of place
names related to the Ainu language and take field trips.
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Distribution of Place Names Derived from the Ainu Language

It is a well-known fact that place names related to the Ainu language exist in various parts
of Hokkaido, and place names similar to these also have been confirmed in Sakhalin and the
Kuriles. Place names whose Ainu origin has been confirmed through academic research
are distributed in the area of Honshu Island beyond the Tsugaru Strait. More of these place
names are found in areas of Japan extending from Hokkaido down to the northern part of
Miyagi Prefecture, near the border between Yamagata and Akita Prefectures, compared
with areas of Japan to the south of that northern Miyagi border region.
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A Variety of Place Names Derived from the Ainu Language

As has b'e_e_h stated, place names of Ainu oﬁgin indicate various things including géographic
features and Ian_dscap_e or the way the place had related to_.the lives of Ainu people.
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Many names primarily show the geographic features of a river, lake, cliff, cape or sea coast,
and they are combined with a word that describes details. These place names thus indicate
actual geography and specific characteristics as viewed by local people related to the respective
places.
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The place name, "Honbetsu" as in Honbetsu and Shikabe Towns, appears to be derived from
the two Ainu words pon (small) and pet (river) linked together.
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"Otamoi" in Otaru is deemed to have originated from the combination of the two Ainu words
ota (a sandy beach) and m o y (a small bay).

14



®E
grrEm CEN @ Ty - wy -~y G- 55 - I 2Bk 5 & ShT
L\i‘g_o

s (6L T~ s Ty -3y G- <A (i) 1o
MK 5 & SR F. BEOR FITOHERO 2 F iz & 5
KEAREMARONE T,

FIr SR CEHN) © vy %5 GEY) Ad o2 blslkd 5L ShTOET,

B GRENT) T4V As - 4 DB 0O ETS - LA 1o
KT BLENTOET, ZORVKIE, 2O Er PR 29 &
ATES &S BINRE AT L S, 22T, MOmo¥<H b i
2O BMERH 22 b0 £,

15



2 BYTHEYICEET 34

ZOHTHWIZHA T @A A TS A SR T 2He < Roh

Fo TG, TS QBRI Z DVIIZES § AL IZ L > TRESLETRD
HIIZH > TOBHAENRELNLE S T,

® BN A H TR, RO LS AHBRENE T,

16

6T

S (AT W< ARNE L b Ty anIl (Zy - b T -
AT H BB D EVNIIFEIRFLEEZLNTOET) ICHRT B & X

NTHETF,
%%%(Q%M):F4y£‘¢y~f4<ﬁ#¥-w5‘Wth%T%
LEZHLNTOET,

BEE12 IV YA



<ot

Flw i i) EL DU F AT (Fha oy -4 BB -2

Ay LWISE®REZEEEZEAONTHETY) LTINS KRENH D Z LicHk
FTrLEhT

\iba—o
Blr b7 o EA (GRANT) Qimﬁ LIHER TS L 2 A DEOIFOH TF
[Fo A5 BALTHFTY - (D) AV I

HER§2EEA6NT0ET,

BE13 d~77%3Y

Many place names are related to the animals and plants in the area, in which case those ani-
mals and plants were important sources of food and other basic needs of living. "Isobun'nai" in
Shibecha Town, is likely derived from the three Ainu words isopo (rabbit), un (being) and
nay (stream) combined with one another.
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Some place names are related to the various activities people had carried out in leading their
lives, representing transportation roads, hunting and gathering activities and religion and ritu-
als.

The place name "Rubeshibe" appears to be based on the combination of three Ainu words;
ru(road), pes (descend along with) and pe (unspecified object). In this context, the name
seems to indicate a road that people take to cross a mountain pass and which runs alongside a
small river.
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