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Problems in the Use of Oral Tradition in Research of Ainu Agricultural History: An
Examination of Legends about the Origins of Grains

YONEDA Yuko

Summary

In the research of Ainu agricultural history, it has long been considered that piyepa (barnyard millet:
Panicum crus-galli L. var. frumentaceum Trin.) was the oldest cultivated grain in traditional Ainu
society. That established theory is based upon only two folk tales. One legend of the Hidaka area
teaches that piyapa was stolen from kamuy mosir (the land of the gods) by Okikurmi. Accordind to
another legend of the Tokachi area, munciro (Setaria germanica) was stolen by Samaykur from
samor mosty (mainland Japan).

However, sometimes the Okikurmi of Hidaka and the Samaykur of Tokachi are one and the same,
and kamuy mosir and samor mosiy are synonymous.

Moreover, the author’s examination of these legends suggests that it is quite possible that in the
original Ainu language text, piyapa and munciro both are referred to as amam, a general term for
grain.

In the author’s opinion, it is very dangerous to base a discussion of Ainu agricultural history on only
a few legends, without consulting the original Ainu text and without considering regional differences.

In this paper, I would like to propose several problem areas in the use of oral tradition.

Key words : Ainu agricultural history, Ainu research history, Ainu oral tradition
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