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Ainu Songs in the Repertoire of the Associations for the Transmission and Maintenance of
Ainu Traditional Dances : Supplementary Records of the Songs of Nine Associations Newly

Registered as Important Intangible Cultural Properties by the Japanese Government

KOCHI, Rie

Summary

The purpose of this paper is to provide an outline of the traditional Ainu songs of nine Associations
for the transmission and maintenance of Ainu traditional dances, whose repertoires were registered
as important intangible cultural properties by the Japanese government in 1994. There are seventeen
registered associations at present, including the nine newly registered in 1994 .

For data, the author provides transcriptions of all the recorded repertoire and classifies them by
the tonal system and the final note of each melody or phrase. In general, they display the following
tendencies : There can be some changes on the final note even in the same piece sung by the same
person ; on the whole there are many two note melodies which are consisted of repeated brief motifs,
and the wider the compass becomes, the more the final note is likely to fall on the second lowest note
: that among three note melodies which have more than perfect 4th compass the final note comes as
the highest in many cases ; finally, the wider the compass, the less the likelihood that the lowest note
in four note melodies less than an octave will be the final note.

The author also points out recent changes among the Ainu in the styles of singing and learning their

musical tradition.
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