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On the Kamuynomis (Prayers for the Gods) for Japanese victory during World War 11

OGAWA Masabhito

Summary

This paper investigates an aspect of Ainu history during World War II in Japan.

During World War II, especially in the last few years, there were many prayers for victory offered
at Shinto shrines by the Japanese people. In the same period, there are also some instances of
Kamuynomis being held by the Ainu people for Japanese victory.

At first glance, these Kamuynomis look like an expression of the success of the assimilation policy
towards the Ainu people by the Japanese government. This is generally true, but there are two
important elements which reflect self-contradictions in the doctrine of assimilationism towards the
Ainu people.

1. At these Kamuynomis, Ainu people prayed to the Gods faithfully according to traditional beliefs,
so the words of the prayers were, for example, "please save our lands” or "please save our sons and
husbands.” These words differ from the aggressive and suicidal wishes of the Japanese, despite the
fact that the Ainu sincerely wished for Japanese victory.

2. Japanese newspapers always used the words ”Ainu” "Former aborigines” when they reported
these Kamuynomis. These reports not only brought criticisms from the Ainu people themselves, but

also contradicted propaganda concerning the assimilation policy towards the Ainu people.

key words: Ainu history, kamuynomi, World War 11
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