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A Historical Study of Ainu Schoolteachers under the Ainu Education System (the Hokkaido
Former Aborigines Protection Act and the Regulations on the Education of Ainu Children)
in modern Hokkaido (1899-1937)

OGAWA Masahito

Summary

This paper investigates the educational activities and thoughts of Ainu Schoolteachers under the
Ainu Education System in Modern Hokkaido (1899-1937), focusing on two teachers, EGA Torazo
(1894-1968) and TAKEKUMA Tokusaburo (1896-1954) .

As far as the author can confirm, there were only a few Ainu Schoolteachers at that time. The
percentage of Ainu Schoolteachers relative to the whole Ainu population was far fewer than the
proportion for Wajin (majority Japanese).

These Ainu Schoolteachers worked almost exclusively at Ainu Schools (Schools mainly for Ainu
Children), which were established by the Hokkaido
Former Aboriginies Protection Act.

EGA and TAKEKUMA, like the Japanese Schoolteachers working at Ainu Schools, aimed for the
modernization and Japanization of the Ainu people through their educational activities and kept
Ainu language and traditional culture at a distance. Nevertheless, they also valued Ainu traditional
culture in its own right, and tried to find a way towards an autonomous style of modernization for
the Ainu people (though they knew, as a practical matter, that such modernizaton was difficult).

However, the educational authorities considered Ainu Schoolteachers simply to be an important
component of the assimilation policy, and did not understand their wishes mentioned above. Conse-
quently, there were various contradictions involved in their educational activities and at last they
decided to resign from their schools and work for the abolition of the Ainu Schools in which the

discriminatory education system for the Ainu was being implemented.

Key words : Ainu history , History of Ainu Education , Ainu Schoolteacher
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