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Teaching ”Ainu Culture” at school . problems and controversies.

YONEDA Yuko

Summary

In this paper the author indicates some issues involved in teaching about the Ainu in school
education in recent years.

The author investigated levels of understanding of the Ainu among students in two universities in
Hokkaido in 1995. As a result, it was found that many students (about 24%) imagined that some
Ainu people still preserve their traditional and unchanged life style. What is more, most of the
students who have such a mistaken understanding have actually studied about the Ainu during their
earlier education.

The author gives some reasons for this situation. Firstly, the majority of teaching hours dealing
with the Ainu are spent in teaching “former traditional Ainu culture”. Secondly, some teachers
emphasize the ecological spirit of the Ainu too much and too easily connect the Ainu with environ-
mental conservation. The movement for the education of Ainu children started from the latter half
of the 1960s. The Ainu people expected that school education would teach the proud history of the
Ainu. But, the study of Ainu history was only superficial. It was difficult for schoolteachers to deal
with Ainu history ; accordingly teaching became centered around "the Ainu culture”.

Finally, the author points out some problems with the recent tendency to place education about the

Ainu under the category of “multi-cultural education”.

Key words : The education about the Ainu, ethnic education, multi-cultural education, Teaching ”

Ainu Culture” at school
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