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A proposal for a research literature database on Ainu traditional knowledge and usage

of plants

KAIZAWA Taichi

Summary :

Within the body of research literature on Ainu traditional knowledge and their usage of
plants, we can find many similar descriptions or cross-references. This will probably increase
hereafter because the possibility of gathering new data has been gradually decreasing in this
field.

The present research proposes an extendable database model through which we can interre-
late the descriptions in the previous literature, It is based on the well-known hypertext model
and users from various computer environments can access the database via the Internet.

In the present proposal, each reference in the original literature has a link to a separate file
called a "link box, " OQutgoing reference links to other sources are accumulated not in the origi-
nal texts but in the corresponding link box files. This is an extension of the hypertext model
and realizes multi-directional links which are needed to express the complicated cross-references
among the literature,

The present proposal has the further advantage of avoiding the copyright violation of rela-
tively recent sources. Preceding the electronization of the originals, knowledge of the similarities
and interrelationship can separately be accumulated in the link boxes. When the electronization
of the sources is planned by the copyright holders themselves, it will be requested that the ar-
rangement and naming of the links to the link boxes is undertaken according to some formula,
An example of such a formula is also discussed in the present paper.

Needless to say, the value of such proposal will be determined mostly by the degree of its
acceptance and utilization in the field concerned. The knowledge in the database should be ex-

tended not only by the provider but also by the users.

Key Words : research literature database, hypertext, multi-directional link, usage of plants,

Ainu
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