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Narratives of partial bark—stripping— a study based on Sarashina Genzo’'s records
HONDA Yuko

Summary :

Attus is a form of traditional Ainu clothing made from the fibers of the inner bark of treles
the process of gathering this bark it is said that addition to leaving a portion of the bark on the
tree some of the stripped bark is wrapped around the remaining bark in order to prevent it from
falling off. It is generally believed thatby doing s¢ the Ainu are conserving resourcedhis in-

terpretation reinforces the popular image of the Ainu as a people “living in harmony with rature

However one can find no data in support of this narrative in premodern sou@asthe con-
trary, a range of written and oral sources demonstrate that completely stripping trees was common

practice among Ainu communities and that this was in accord with traditional values and.beliefs

The author's research suggests that the popularization of this nayrativewhich the partial
stripping of trees is seen as an act of conservatican be largely attributed to Sarashina Genzo
Accordingly this paper examined Sarashin&etan tanbdché(a compilation of nineteen volumes of
notes on his interviews witt850 traditional practitioners, in order to investigate the basis of this

narrative

The investigation determined thatwhile records of binding bark to trees do existhis was
done only with trees that had been completely stripped of their bark and it functioned only as a sort
of ceremonial rite The same applies to the partial stripping of barkhus it is clear that Sarashina
took what was originally a ceremonial rite and expanded its significance by reinterpreting it as a

practical means of ensuring the tree’s regeneration

Sarashina’s interpretation is problematic on a number of levlet only do his own notes fail
to support the notion that the Ainu bound bark in order to conserve respubzgssuch an interpre-
tation runs forces what must have originally been a multifarious ritual into a sinfiled image
What is more this narrative is exposes itself to the dangers inherent in evaluating past Ainu culture
by the yardstick of contemporary beliefs
key words:

Ainu, Ainu culture Attus, bark of plants Sarashina Genzo
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