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“Historical evidence” and the trade in Ainu oral literature
HONDA Yuko

Summary :

Ainu oral literature becomes important material when discussing Ainu history. For this reason,
many scholars in the past have explored the relationship between Ainu oral literature and history.
Studies, however, have not yet accumulated enough. Having aware of this situation, this paper at-
tempts to prove the role and the characteristics of Ainu oral literature as important materials in the
understanding of Ainu literature.

Specifically, the studies compared the ways in which“historical evidence”was described in two
different materials:one is“Ikokusen Raiko” (“The arrival of the foreign ship”) by Toshima Taneranke
which has been passed down from generation to generation as a story concerning the arrival of the
foreign ship Providence in Hokkaido at the end of the 18th century, and the other is its ship’s log-
book written by captain Broughton. In doing so, this paper focuses on the element of*“the contact
between different ethnic groups” as an important motif both in general Ainu oral literature and “Ik-
okusen Raiko.”

The study confirmed that there are a number of great differences in the description of Ainu and
ethnic Japanese in Broughton’s ship’s logbook and “lkokusen Raiko.” The author examined how the
“trade,” the symbolic representation of “the contact between different ethnic groups,” has been por-
trayed, considering why such story, which is has been passed down as “historical evidence,” was
narrated in a particular way and explored its reason why “the contact between different ethnic
groups” was described in Ainu oral literature.

The study found that the state of the contact between the British and Ainu seen in “lkokusen
Raiko”matches with the description of the trade in oral literature. Although the oral literature was
considered as historical fact, in case that there concerns an important element in Ainu oral literature
such as the contact between different ethnic groups, the form of the trade was first described sym-
bolically and then the story was tempted to be narrated in the more general terms.

On the other hand, “lkokusen Raiko” was not fully structured as a story of the “trade,” for a
word “uymam,” meaning trade, was not used. uymam means a series of a production process from
producing fur, loading them onto a ship, going out and trading with different ethnic groups, to get-
ting goods in exchange, a process based on the independence of Ainu. In this regard,“lkokusen
Raiko” is not the story of trade. It is, however, formed as a story of the contact between different
ethnic groups as a major framework of trade, and in this point, the studies found the characteristics
of materials in Ainu oral literature.
key words:

Ainu, Ainu oral literature, historical evidence, trade
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